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Executive Summary  

On 6 May 2010, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) issued an advance notice of 
proposed rulemaking (ANPRM) (75 FR 25038) to announce its intention to apply lead-safe work 
practices to renovation, repair, and painting on the exteriors of public and commercial buildings 
under Section 402(c)(3) of the Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA).  The advance notice also 
announces EPA's investigation into lead-based paint hazards that might be created by 
renovations on the interior of public and commercial buildings. 

Applicability to NASA 

Because EPA has not yet defined the term “commercial building,” applicability to National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) Centers and contractor facilities cannot be 
determined.  NASA stakeholders are advised to review this ANPRM to identify potential 
adverse impacts, particularly in regard to space vehicle processing facilities and test stand 
refurbishment. 

Any potential issues related to NASA Centers or Programs should be identified immediately to 
the Principal Center for Regulatory Risk Analysis and Communication (RRAC PC) Manager, 
Sharon Scroggins (256-544-7932, sharon.scroggins@nasa.gov) to facilitate preparation and 
submittal of comments to EPA.  Comments must be submitted to EPA by 6 July 2010. 

Background and ANPRM Details 

On 24 August 2009, EPA announced the beginning of the rulemaking process to address 
renovations in public and commercial buildings, to include the following actions: 

 Issue a proposal to regulate renovations on the exteriors of public and commercial buildings 
other than child-occupied facilities by 15 December 2011 and to take final action on the 
proposal by 15 July 2013. 

 Consult with EPA‟s Science Advisory Board by 30 September 2011 about a methodology for 
evaluating the risk posed by renovations in the interiors of public and commercial buildings 
other than child-occupied facilities. 

http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2010/pdf/2010-10097.pdf
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 Eighteen months after receipt of the Science Advisory Board‟s report, either issue a proposal 
to regulate renovations on the interiors of public and commercial buildings other than child 
occupied facilities or conclude that such renovations do not create lead-based paint hazards. 

Renovations in Public and Commercial Buildings 

EPA‟s intended approach to regulating renovations on public and commercial buildings is 
similar to the current approach to regulating renovation activities on target housing and child-
occupied facilities in many respects.  EPA is soliciting comments regarding considerations it 
must take into account when revising the regulations under TSCA Section 402(a) to also apply 
to renovations that create lead-based paint hazards in public and commercial buildings. 

Definitions of ‘‘Public Building’’ and ‘‘Commercial Building’’ 

EPA did not provide definitions of “public building” and “commercial building” in the 
ANPRM.  However, EPA notes that a broad approach to interpreting „„public building‟‟ and 
„„commercial building‟‟ is warranted and consistent with the approach typically taken in similar 
rulemakings.  Furthermore, EPA must determine the kinds of renovations and buildings that 
are likely to create lead-based paint hazards.  EPA‟s regulatory definition of „„public and 
commercial building‟‟ at 40 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 763, Subpart E, Appendix C, 
Asbestos Model Accreditation Plan, provides examples of the types of buildings that might be 
covered in a future lead rule, including industrial and office buildings, government-owned 
buildings, colleges, museums, airports, hospitals, churches, preschools, stores, warehouses, and 
factories.  EPA has requested comments, information, and data regarding the types of buildings 
that should be considered „„public buildings‟‟ or „„commercial buildings” in the proposed rule. 

Comment and Information Request 

EPA is soliciting public comments, as well as additional information, data, and peer-reviewed 
studies, about several topics pertaining to the following: 

 Leaded dust and debris created by exterior renovations 

 Leaded dust and debris generated by interior renovations in public and commercial 
buildings 

 Other evidence of lead-based paint hazards 

 Prevalence of leaded paint and lead levels in leaded paint in and on public and commercial 
buildings 

 Typical renovation activities and building management practices for public and commercial 
buildings 

 Renovation waste 

 Renovation workforce in public and commercial buildings 

 Exposure considerations 

 

http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=1eaa840f3a7a3be7051e290d05206651&rgn=div9&view=text&node=40:30.0.1.1.18.2.1.17.4&idno=40
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=1eaa840f3a7a3be7051e290d05206651&rgn=div9&view=text&node=40:30.0.1.1.18.2.1.17.4&idno=40

